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INGLEWOOD BOWLING AND SPORTS CLUB — CITY OF STIRLING 
Statement by Member for Mount Lawley 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [12.52 pm]: I defy anyone to argue there is any finer community institution 
in our great state than the local lawn bowls club. Many things may equal bowls clubs in representing the archetypal 
Aussie frisson of laid-back attitudes meeting intense sporting competitiveness, but none surpass them. That is why 
it was so devastating to learn of the heartbreak recently inflicted on many people in the seat of Mount Lawley, and 
the electorate of my colleague the member for Maylands, when the City of Stirling decided to shut down 
Inglewood Bowling and Sports Club. If ever there was an instance of local government failure to comprehend 
community needs and expectations, it was this cold-hearted decision. The club rallied and the City of Stirling changed 
its mind just weeks later, but it could have spared the community that despair if it had simply listened in the first 
place. I want to commend local ward councillor Bianca Sandri and Mayor Mark Irwin for listening to the community 
and stepping in to save the Inglewood bowls club. Unfortunately, in our neighbourhood, the City of Stirling now 
has a track record of changing its mind. Councillors impose decisions that cause problems for the community, like 
their poorly executed installation of parking ticket machines in Beaufort Street. They then try to wash their hands 
of it, pretending the chaos they leave in their wake was someone else’s doing. Thankfully, that decision to install 
parking ticket machines has also been reversed. Unfortunately, the City of Stirling is still not listening when it 
comes to traffic problems on our local streets or the struggles of local businesses. I am calling for greater 
community consultation so we can avoid mistakes like paid parking and the proposed closing of Inglewood bowls 
club. I hope my call is heeded and we can get back to working together for the benefit of the whole community.  
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